
Richmond Consolidated School 
School Committee 

 
Executive Session Meeting Minutes 

 
Thursday March 11, 2021 at 5:00PM 

 
Present:  Adeline Ellis, Dewey Wyatt, Dr. Peter Dillon, Absent: Ina Wilhelm 
Guest:  Fred Dupere, Dupere Law Offices 
 

1.  Call to order:  5:02pm 
 

Roll call, AE and DW present, IW absent 
Meeting to be held by conference call due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 
An Executive Order from the Governor of Massachusetts relieves public bodies from the requirement in the Open Meeting Law that 

meetings be conducted in a public place that is open and physically accessible to the public, provided that the public body makes 

provision to ensure public access to the deliberations through telephone, internet, or satellite enabled audio or video conferencing or any 

other technology that enables the public to clearly follow the proceedings of the public body in real time.  

In addition, all members of a public body may participate in a meeting remotely; the Open Meeting Law’s requirement that a quorum of 

the body and the chair be physically present at the meeting location is suspended. 

All other provisions of the Open Meeting Law, such as the requirements regarding posting notice of meetings and creating and 

maintaining accurate meeting minutes, as well as the limited, enumerated purposes for holding an executive session, remain in effect. 

 
2. Executive session. 

An Executive Session is scheduled pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 30A, Section 21(3) to discuss citizen 

complaints filed against the Committee under the open meeting law. 

Motion to move in to executive session for the purpose listed above.  DW said there would be no further 
business afterwards so the committee would not return to public session. Motion AE, seconded DW.   
Roll Call Vote:  AE aye, DW Aye. 
Members noted no other person was present or able to hear discussion at respective remote locations.  
 
Review of OML Complaint from C. Swinson dated 3/5/2021, received by email on that day: 

The content of the complaint was reviewed and discussed.  Attorney Dupere asked about the process 

for generating minutes. DW explained that he is currently the one doing it.  It is not possible to take 

minutes while Chairing the meeting.  The process for several months now has been to record the 

meeting (which is announced) and to transcribe minutes following the meetings.  The goal has been to 

have the draft minutes available for review at the next regular meeting.  In this case, the draft minutes 

were finalized on 3/5 as they were listed on the 3/9 meeting agenda.  I the 3/9 School Committee 

meeting they were approved.  The draft was sent to the complainant by Attorney Roche on 3/5. 

There was some discussion about other details in the complaint, but Attorney Dupere did not think it 

needed to be addressed.  He said his focus, and the Attorney General’s Office review, is to respond to 

the specific complaint.  

 

A vote was taken to authorize Dupere Law offices draft a response to the complainant on behalf of the 

Richmond School Committee, consistent with the meeting discussion, and to work with Dewey, SC Chair 

to finalize, as needed. 

Motion DW, Seconded AE, roll call DW aye, AE Aye. 

 
3. Adjournment  5:24pm.  Motion AE, Seconded DW, Roll call, all in favor.   

 
Submitted by DW 


